Peasenhall Parish Council Allotment Committee Meeting Draft Minutes 
on Monday 4th November 2024 at 7 pm in the Methodist Church Room
Item 1 – Attendance -  Cllr Zoe Horlock, Bill Miller and Cllr Barry Rowing (Chair) No Apologies
Item 2 – Interests & Dispensations None
Item 3 – Update current allotment position –questions/comments were invited after each sub-item, 
Cllr Rowing reported the following items:-
a) Financial position –
As of today’s date, an information embargo has been lifted & I am pleased to inform the public that the Parish Council has recently applied for & been granted an award by SZCCF to the tune of £26k, this award will be equally match funded by the Parish Council’s own budget, now making the total sum of £52k available, split into two amounts, £21k for the allotments & £31k for the play area installation. In addition to this meeting, we will also be consulting the village about the open space/play area on 4th December.
For the allotments, this award will allow the provision of a secure on-site storage facility, individual plot shelters/sheds, sleepers for terracing to ease the land gradient & to act as an aid to water conservation, also raised bed areas in a community plot, free or discounted & intended as a ‘start-up’ facility for families, an allotment area noticeboard has also been allowed for.
This funding is intended to cover materials only, as our plan is for volunteers to provide most of the labour involved with the project. Once the allotments are provided, individual annual plot rentals will be charged to cover water costs & in the first year is expected to be around £50 for a full plot or £30 for half plots, we expect that most plots will be half plots, with hopefully none remaining vacant for the allotment scheme to be viable. There may come a point after Peasenhall residents have been invited, when we offer the remaining plots to Sibton residents or beyond. The plot rental costs may vary in following years, in line with the previous year’s water cost, consumption & standing charges. 
b) Current Planning Position  In light of a time limit on the SZCCF award, PPC have chosen to proceed in the confidence that ESC will deliver an agreed plan for both amenity areas that’s in the original spirit of the approval, for the benefit of our community.
It would appear that the earlier requests from the developer for a levy, proposed for vehicular access has been removed in Rev 5 of the developer’s latest draft management plan. 
Other aspects of Rev 5 also do not meet with the approval of PPC & our view on this has been forwarded to ESC, as has news of our new funding award & our intention to progress the planning side of things. We will proceed to investigate whether planning permission will be needed for the allotment secure storage facility & individual sheds/shelters,
A draft sketch plan was circulated at this point which Cllr Rowing explained,
six full plots will now be south facing, with 6 no. duplex sheds/shelters at the car park end, there will be provision to split these into half plots, depending on plot demand. A further two large plots with sheds will be to the RHS of the gates & these can also be split if required, a community plot will be on the LHS of the gates with 4 no ‘disability friendly’ raised bed areas & scope for more. A 6m x 2.4m secure steel store for equipment is planned in this area adjacent to the trees. It was thought that this allotment land could still be classed as agricultural, so permission may not be required for these changes to the S106 plan, we will wait for the planner’s advice on this. Any remaining land areas around the existing trees may be laid to wildflowers, to alleviate future maintenance issues. 
Before any planning applications are made, we will inform the current landowner of any pending planning application(s). 

c) Outlook As with all outside funding there are certain requirements to be met, in this case the PC must consult the community, take ownership of the land & have any required planning approvals in place, this also applies to the open space area .The award expires after 2 years, so we need to get moving on organising both areas.We would hope to be further ahead by the time AC meet next Spring. 
To avoid excess legal costs, PPC may not appoint legal representation for the Mabels Walk land transfers until all planning & agreement negotiations are signed off by ESC. 
d) NSALG/NAS Membership  Cllr Rowing explained the benefits & cost of this & displayed various issues of the NAS quarterly magazine . Peasenhall Allotment Society was set up 3 years ago & new members will be invited to join when the allotments have progressed.

Item 4 – AOB Cllr Horlock felt that the AC should enquire as to whether PPC would be able to proceed with the transfer of the allotment land while progressing with the plans for the open space area, Bill Miller agreed & Cllr Rowing said he would write to Lorraine Francis in this respect & will report any reply at the next PPC meeting. Cllr Rowing advised that any request sent to the developer should be via the Parish Clerk.

Item 5 – To agree a provisional date for the next AC meeting –As & when further Mabels Walk developments occur.
Meeting ended at 8.20pm
12/11/2024
